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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
by Clarice Stafford
The Local Council Assembly of the
Michigan Reading Association held a
meeting on April 15, 1975 at the MRA
Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
The Assembly is comprised of two
representatives from each IRA Local
Council.
The meeting was a working session
to determine Michigan Reading Association goals and/or priorities for 197576 and the next several years. Members divided into 8 groups to identify
and clarify goals. Their recommendations will be presented to the Board
of Directors at the May 30-31 meeting
in East Lansing. A summary of the
proposed goals is listed below. The
MRA Board is committed to seeking
ideas from and to disseminating information to the membership. Your active
involvement and support in implementing the goals of the organizati0n is
crucial.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

c. An MRA "Ann Landers" for ongoing consultation/counseling re.
rdg., methods, materials for
teachers.
d. Syndicated reading column for
parents.
Promote greater training of reading
clinicians at the public school level.
Continue to be involved in State
Assessment Test Analysis.
More public relations work in local
areas', including publications.
Refine Criteria of Excellence in
Reading.
Revise State Objectives in Reading.
Develop ways for Reading Specialists and Learning Disabilities Specialists to work together.
Permanent funding for Reading Support Services.
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Additional goals

1. Define specific duties of officers
and members-at-large.
2. Continue to assume more responsibility for communication and
organization among the local
councils.
3. Better communication with school
administrators about MRA.
4. Council idea exchanges,
5. Preparing a talent bank,
6. More active involvement by Local
Councils in Great Lakes Regional
Conference.
7. Support the Right to Read Program.
8, Make reading a K-12 priority in
Local Councils.
9. Required training for paraprofessionals,

Top priority goals

1. Endorse political (legislative) in-

volvement as an organization and
liaison between Michigan Reading
Association, State Department of
Education and other professional
teaching organizations.
2. Our existence is to be supportive to
the classroom teacher in order that
he/she may more adequately meet
the demands of teaching reading
through:
a. Evaluating teacher education programs at the college level.
b. Encouraging more local/regional
workshops for improving the
teaching of reading.
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Resolution Supporting Right To Read
Whereas
reading is an essential area of learning in the State of Michigan and
whereas
reading is vital to the total educational process in the State of Michigan and
whereas
all students have the right to read in
Michigan ;
now, be it therefore resolved
that Michigan Reading Association
totally endorse the Michigan Right
to Read Program and commit itself
to the successful implementation of
quality reading programs.
Further,
that a letter be sent to John Porter,
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Department of Education, expressing the commitment of Michigan Reading Association and urge
more active support of the State
Department in this endeavor.
The above resolution to support the
Right to Read Program in Michigan
was passed by MRA Board of Directors at their me.eting held in the
Sheraton Motor Inn, Flint, on Saturday, March 8, 1975.
President Sybil Michener directed
the secretary, Fern Lafollette, to send
the resolution to Dr. Porter and copies
of the resolution to Carolyn Farquhar
and to Ed Keller.
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